How Do Cartograms Work

Schematic for representing information about spatial units by univariate thematic maps
(map A) and bivariate cartograms (map B).

While both maps represent variable 1 (e.g., per-cap CO2 emissions) by different colors, the
bivariate cartogram additionally represents variable 2 by distorting the polygons of map A
such that density of the distorter variable 2 (e.g., population per cartogram area) is the same
in all distorted polygons.

(Dol 2017)
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